
Celebrate Tim Federle’s new highly anticipated 
Tequila Mockingbird follow-up with a cocktail party! 

Mix up your favorite drinks, stock up on books, 
and launch Are You There God? It’s Me, Margarita in 

true tipsy literary style.

IN PREPARATION: 

Set a date (make it October 9th for a true release 
party!) and get the word out via social media, 

newspaper, word of mouth, or however you’d like! 
Print the attached posters to hang up around the 
store. Be your own bartender and gather ingre-
dients for literary cocktails and literary-themed 

snacks. Finally, print out the attached coasters and 
activity sheets and spread throughout the store. 

Contact us to see how you can set up a virtual Q&A 
with Tim Federle himself during your event (subject 

to availability). 



from ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT’S ME, MARGARITA

ANIMAL CRACKERS FARM
Animal Farm (1945) by George Orwell

MAKES ABOUT 35 COOKIES
2 ½ cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon grated nutmeg
12 tablespoons (1 ½ sticks) salted butter
1 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Sift together the flour, baking powder, salt, and nutmeg 
in a medium bowl. In a large bowl, beat the butter 
with an electric mixer for 1 minute, then add the sugar, 
eggs, and vanilla and beat until mixed. Slowly add the 
flour mixture and beat for about 2 minutes, or until all 
ingredients are combined.

Divide the dough in half, shape each half into a ball, 
wrap the two halves in plastic wrap, and place them in 
the fridge for 1 hour, at least, and preferably overnight.

When you’re ready to make the cookies, preheat 
the oven to 350°F. Unwrap each dough ball and roll 
them into thin disks, approximately ¼ inch thick, on 
a floured surface. Using animal cookie shapes (extra 
points for barnyard animals), cut out your animals and 
place them on a baking sheet. Bake for 15 minutes, or 
until golden, and transfer to a cooling rack. It’s feedin’ 
time!

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE 
HOT DOG IN THE NIGHTTIME
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime 
(2003) by Mark Haddon

MAKES 24 MINI HOT DOGS
1 (8-ounce) can crescent roll dough
24 cocktail weenies
British “brown sauce,” as a condiment (like HP Sauce)

Preheat your oven to 350°F. Pop open the can of 
dough and unroll into 8 large triangles of dough. Slice 
each triangle into 3 smaller triangular parts, leaving 24 
slices of dough. Roll each cocktail weenie up in a slice 
of dough, place on a baking sheet, and bake for approx-
imately 15 minutes, or until golden. Serve with British 
“brown sauce.” No doggie bag required.

bAR BITES



cocktails
from TEQUILA MOCKINGBIRD

TEQUILA MOCKINGBIRD
To Kill A Mockingbird (1960) by Harper Lee

1½ ounces tequila 
2 drops hot sauce
1 dill pickle 

Pour the tequila into a shot glass, add the hot sauce, 
and slam that bad boy back before chasing it with a big 
chomp of pickle. No tears allowed here: if you can’t 
stand the heat, get out of the South.

from ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT’S ME, MARGARITA

ARE YOU THERE GOD? IT’S ME, 
MARGARITA 
Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret (1970) by Judy 
Blume

2 ounces tequila
¾ ounce lime juice
¾ ounce honey
½ ounce brewed hibiscus tea, cooled
Pinch of salt
1 sprig fresh lavender, for garnish

Uh, can we see some ID? Shake all ingredients, except 
for the lavender, in a shaker with ice for 5 seconds. 
Strain into a rocks glass over fresh ice and garnish with 
the lavender.

THE HANDMAID’S ALE
The Handmaid’s Tale (1985) by Margaret Atwood

4 ounces amber ale
½ ounce grain alcohol
2 ounces chamomile tea, cooled
1 ounce simple syrup

Pour all ingredients into a Collins glass over ice and stir 
for 5 seconds. Drink him under the table (if not “under 
his eye”).

AS I LAY DRINKING
As I Lay Dying (1930) by William Faulkner

SERVES 15 CHARACTERS
1 liter whiskey
3 ½ liters sweet tea
1 liter cranberry juice
1 liter lemon-lime soda

Combine all ingredients in a punch bowl and fill with 
ice. Ladle into mason jars over fresh ice. Say RIP to 
your thirst!

ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS
• Literary Trivia 
 • See attached. Winner gets a drink!
• Literary Charades
 • Have a few volunteers silently act out their favorite book titles and have the crowd guess. 
• Create your own literary puns.
 • Have attendees submit their best puns on slips of paper at the beginning of the event. Pick a    
      winner halfway through the night. Best pun gets a drink! 
• Printable Activity Sheets
 • Alcohol and Authors Matching Game 
 • It’s LIT Word Search 
 • Books and Booze Crossword Puzzle



literary trivia
1. Which of Shakespeare’s plays features a sorcerer named Prospero?
 
2. What is the best-selling novel of all time? 

3. What poet wrote the following lines: “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—I took the one 
less traveled by” 

4. What do Aldous Huxley, C.S. Lewis, and President John F. Kennedy have in common? 

5. The U2 song “Shadows and Tall Trees” is taken from a chapter title in what well-known novel? 

6. What is the subtitle of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein? 

7. What writer coined the phrase “ships that pass in the night?”

8. What happened to John Steinbeck’s original manuscript for Of Mice and Men? 

9. Which children’s storybook was written using only 50 different words? 

10. F. Scott Fitzgerald is credited with the first known use of this word, referring to a common 
item of clothing. What is the word? 

11. What did Frank Baum name Oz after? 

12. Where was the first American public library opened in 1698? 

13. Charles Dickens had a secret door in his house that was disguised as what? 

14. Who is the only author to have published a book in nine out of the ten Dewey Decimal 
classes? 

15. This author was first a pop singer who released an album with the same title as one of his later 
published novels. Who is it? Bonus points if you can guess the title! 

ANSWER KEY:

1. The Tempest    2. Don Quixote    3. Robert Frost    4. They all died on the same day (November 22, 1963)    
5. Lord of the Flies   6. The Modern Prometheus   7. Henry Wadsworth Longfelllow    8. It was eaten by his dog    

9. Green Eggs and Ham    10. T-shirt    11. A label on his filing cabinet    12. Charleston, South Carolina    
13. A bookcase    14. Isaac Asimov    15. Dan Brown (Angels & Demons)



ALCOHOL AND AUTHORS
“I always keep my whiskey within reach.” –William Faulker 

Can you match the author with their favorite drink? 

1. Oscar Wilde   

2. Anne Sexton 

3. Truman Capote  

4. Jane Austen  

5. J.R.R. Tolkien

6. Dorothy Parker 

7. William Faulkner 

8. Jack Kerouac 

9. Hunter S. Thompson 

10. Edgar Allen Poe

11. Ernest Hemingway 

12. Charles Bukowski 

13. F. Scott Fitzgerald 

14. Maya Angelou

15. Margaret Atwood

Mojito

Cognac

French wine

Mint Julep

Margarita

Beer

Boilermaker

Single Malt Scotch

Martini

Sherry

Gin

Wild Turkey Bourbon

Absinthe

Screwdriver

Whiskey Sour

ANSWER KEY:

1. Absinthe   2. Martini   3. Screwdriver   4. French wine   5. Beer   6. Whiskey Sour   7. Mint Julep   
8. Margarita   9. Wild Turkey Bourbon   10. Cognac   11. Mojito   12. Boilermaker   13. Gin   14. Sherry   

15. Single Malt Scotch



it’s lit word search

SATIRE
HYPERBOLE 

PROTAGONIST
TRAGEDY 
BOOKISH 
AUTHOR

BEER 
COCKTAIL 
MARTINI

MANHATTAN 
SHAKER 
GIMLET

ANTAGONIST 
PERFECT 
FANTASY

BESTSELLER 
MARGARITA 

DRAFT

SHAKESPEARE 
LITERATURE 

PULITZER
ENGLISH 

NIGHTCAP 
VERMOUTH

BREWERY 
BELLINI 

MUDSLIDE
WHISKEY 
BITTERS 

CHAMPAGNE



word search *solution*



books and booze crossword

ACROSS
5 Served at room temperature without ice.
6 Crush up ingredients to extract flavors.
8 King of the fairies, Tatiana’s husband.
11 Literature in the form of prose.
12 A drink made with gin or vodka and dry vermouth.
14 Also referred to as proof, abbr.
16 A drink made with vodka and orange juice.
17 Closing up (two words).
19 John Steinbeck’s middle name.
23 A reference to a literary or historical event, person,  
    or place.
25 A drink served with a rim of salt or sugar.
26 Used to mask the taste of a shot.
27 Served on ice (two words).

DOWN
1 It’s the Sorcerer’s or Philosopher’s, depending on 
where you live.
2 Number of Shakespeare plays about Henry IV.
3 The Bell Jar author.
4 It’s the Sorcerer’s or Philosopher’s, depending on      
   where you live
7 A tall straight glass.
9 Yeats’ poem about an Irish uprising, “_______, 1916.”
10 Hourglass shaped measuring device.
12 Implicit comparison of two unlike things.
13 Hint at the future beforehand.
14 Narnia lion.
15 A drink consumed after a meal.
16 A monologue in which the character in a play is   
    alone and speaking only to himself or herself.
18 The way words are put together to form phrases,   
     clauses, and sentences.
20 Citrus drink garnish.
21 A pick me up when you’re sick or cold (two words).
22 A shirley temple.
24 Idiom “A hard ___ to crack.”



crossword *solution*



Celebrate the release of ARE YOU 
THERE GOD? IT’S ME, MARGARITA 

with a splash of Tequila

DATE: 

TIME:



PRINTABLE COASTERS
SET OF TWO

Cut along the dotted line.


